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OKLAHOMA COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS

A cost-effective solution to Oklahoma's health care needs

Community health centers (CHCs) save
money by preventing chronic disease
and avoidable hospitalizations. A study
in AJPH found Medicaid patients seen
by CHCs cost 24% less than other
providers.

In many communities, CHCs are the
largest employers. For every
physician employed in a rural
community, over $1.5 million in
economic growth is generated. CHCs
are helping solve the state's health
workforce shortages.

Notes/Contact Information:

2%

Medicaid :
- spending

. uninsured :
"‘Oklahomang’

CHCs produce cost-savings in the
Medicaid program by coordinating
services, integrating care, and averting
chronic disease. Although CHCs served
over 10% of Oklahomans with Medicaid in
2022, they accounted for less than 2% of
Medicaid spending.

CHCs use sliding fee scales so low-
income patients can pay based on their
income. Today, 1 in 7 Oklahomans
without insurance is served by a CHC.
When people without insurance have
access to primary care, they are less
likely to rack up uncompensated care
in the ER.
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